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QU Qiw-bai § Translation, Introduction
and Interpretation of Marxist Views of Art

and Literature: A Rereading
HU Ming
(Institute of Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: After the severe coup to his political career in 1931, QU Qiu-baiturned to Marxist theory
and classical Marxist texts of art and literature. He conducted a systematic comb through M arxist art
and literary critiques, translated most representative works and managed to make authentic interpreta
tions, the first effort ever made in China to elaborate on M arxist theory of art and literature in a compre
hensive, systematic and authentic manner. QUS interpretation and efforts of localization were met with
anew wave of lefewing art and literary critique in China at the time. T his sinologicalized framework of
critique, particularly after being integrated with MAO Ze-dong’s views expressed in his / Speech at the
Forum on Literature and Art at YananO, remained revolutionary and vigorous till the / Cultural Revolw
tion0 during the 1960s and 1970s. QU theory had a profound influence on modern Chinese intellectu
als, even in their historical reflections at the time of social transformation.
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